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PRESS RELEASE



5 April 2005

The Citizen’s Concern for Dams and Development (CCDD) expresses our objection to the recent statement of the Union Minister for Heavy Industries, Santosh Mohan Dev in Silchar, Assam over commencement of construction of Tipaimukh Hydroelectric Multipurpose Project as highly irresponsible and an utter disregard of unswerving expression of peoples’ concerns over irreversible damages that the project will inflict on the environment and survival of indigenous peoples of Manipur and people of Bangladesh.  

CCDD reiterates that a detailed and independent Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), required under the Environmental Protection Act, 1986 and its amendment of 1994 is still overdue for Tipaimukh Project. The EIA should be based on data gathered over a period of at least one year encompassing all seasons to bring out the likely impact of the project on the ecology, environment, human and wildlife populations at the site itself and both up and downstream, also with full assessment of risk factors. The Environment Management Plan (EMP) for formulating, implementing and monitoring environmental protection measures during and after the project commissioning and a concrete Rehabilitation and Resettlement Plan for indigenous peoples to be affected by the project are also absent. Public Hearings, mandatory under 1997                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Amendments to Environmental Protection Act, 1986, where EIA, EMP and Resettlement Plan are made available to the public for comments has not been conducted in Manipur and the only Public Hearing on the Project at Mizoram in November 2004 was severely criticized for its procedural lapses and lack of transparency on the part of project proponent. 

CCDD considers as unfortunate the gratuitous dejection of the severity of the risk that the construction of Tipaimukh dam will result in one of the most geologically unstable area as the proposed Tipaimukh dam axis falls on a "fault line", potentially active and possible epicenter for major earthquakes. Several earthquakes over 5 - 7 Richter scale were recorded within a radius of 6 km to 100 km of Tipaimukh in the past 150 years. The epicenter of the last earthquake in 1957, with a magnitude of 8, lies at approximately 80 km from the dam site in an east-northeast direction. Recent warnings issued by lead geologists and scientists of IIT, Kanpur (Current Science Journal) to the Government to abandon its plans for building dams in northeastern India in view of the seismic vulnerability of the region confirms peoples’ concern.  

CCDD expresses our solidarity to the right thinking peoples and groups in Bangladesh in raising adversity and devastation that the Dam would effect on the river system in Bangladesh and threatening the physical and spiritual survival of the already impoverished peoples of Bangladesh. Blocking the Barak that bifurcates into the Surma and the Kushiara in Assam's Karimganj district and merging with Meghna in Bangladesh would reduce the flow of water into the Bangladesh Rivers, drying up vast large tract of land in the country. 

CCDD believes that gaining public acceptance is essential for decisions on equitable and sustainable water and energy resources development and that acceptance emerges from recognizing rights and survival issues of indigenous peoples in the region. Provision of relevant information, taking free prior and informed consent of peoples on all developmental projects will contribute in securing sustainable development in the region.  The Tipaimukh Project plan should also be reviewed for compliance with the seven strategies priorities, including gaining public acceptance, comprehensive options assessment, charted out by the World Commission on Dams, 2000 for a constructive decision on Dams. 
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