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Press Release: Bangalore – 13 June, 2008

Environment Support Group’s PIL against Lake Privatisation: High Court of Karnataka insists Forest Department must file report in one week
The Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka directed the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Deputy Conservator of Forest (Urban Division), Karnataka State Forest Department to file a status report on the lakes of Bangalore on priority within one week of today. This interim direction was issued overruling the prayer of the advocate for the state Govt who prayed for two weeks time.

The hearing today was in regard to the PIL (WP 817 of 2008) filed by Environment Support Group against the ongoing privatisation of lakes by the Lake Development Authority. Stressing the urgency for interim relief seeking a stay on the leasing out of lakes, Mr. Sunil Dutt Yadav, Advocate for Environment Support Group, brought to the courts attention that civil works continued to develop variety of commercial infrastructure and this was damaging the lakes.

Appearing as party in person, Leo Saldanha, Coordinator, Environment Support Group, submitted that even when the court was seized of the matter, the LDA had allowed private commercial development in Vengaiahnakere.

The court has posted the case for next hearing on 23rd June 2008. 
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