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PRESS RELEASE: Bangalore: June 6, 2008

Karnataka High Court directs Forest Department to file report on Lake Privatisation 
Hon’ble Mr. Chief Justice Cyriac Joseph and Hon’ble Justice Mr. Venugopal Gowda constituting the Division Bench of the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka directed the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) and Deputy Conservator of Forests – DCF (Bangalore Urban Division) of Karnataka State Forest Department to file an affidavit detailing the “factual position” of lakes privatized in Bangalore by the Lake Development Authority. This direction was issued as the Court continued to hear a Public Interest Litigation (PIL 817/2008) filed by Environment Support Group (ESG).  
Recognising the urgency for action in this regard the Court held that “(h)aving regard to the nature of issues raised by the petitioners in the writ petition, it is necessary to know the views/response of Respondent 4 (PCCF) and 5 (DCF) also.  Hence Respondents 4 and 5 are directed to file counter-affidavit answering the averments and allegations in the writ petition and explaining the factual position as obtained now with regard to the nature and condition of the lakes in question.  The counter-affidavit shall be filed within a week”.
This action was ordered as the Petitioners rebutted the claim made in Court by East India Hotels (EIH - Oberoi Group) that no damage had been done to the Hebbal Lake that has been taken over on a long-term lease to build a network of restaurants and entertainment facilities.  It was submitted by the Petitioners that the actions undertaken by EIH had substantially damaged the lake and its biodiversity, and that the Deputy Conservator of Forests had filed a report about the extensiveness of the damage done in August 2007, pursuant to notice issued on EIH for violation of the Wildlife Protection Act.  Yet no action was initiated.

The report of the DCF was submitted as evidence to the Court in which it has been stated unequivocally that “the entire water content in the lake has been pumped out through pipes and the lake has been rendered dry and the resting place of birds, the living organisms that had made the lake their home, their eggs and young ones have been completely destroyed…..  It has been further reported that in the nursery that has been reared by the department where there are lakhs of saplings at present, there is no sufficient water to even water the said seedlings…..  The said lake had been completely developed by the Forest Department.  There are a number of islands in the said lake, which is the resting place and home for various animals and birds.  It is also the home to varied aquatic life.  There are a number of birds and animals protected under the Wildlife Protection Act 1972. It was intended to declare the said lake as a bird conservation reserve and at this stage the entire water has been pumped out unilaterally as a result of which the aquatic life and birds have been threatened.  On the claim of improving the habitat for wild animals, the entire area has been destroyed (by EIH).  It is the prime duty of the Forest Department officials to initiate action under the Wild Life Protection Act 1972 for those responsible directly and indirectly for the state of affairs.”
The Hon’ble Court has ordered the next hearing on this PIL for 12 June 2008.
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