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&

Environment Support Group, Alternative Law Forum, Equations, CIVIC, Open Space, 
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Media 

Shri. B.S.Yedyurappa
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Karnataka
Chief Ministers Office
Vidhana Soudha
Bangalore

22nd June 2008 
Reg: Stop the privatization of Bangalore’s lakes 

Respected Sir,

Hasiru  Usiru  is  a  progressive  network  of  organisations  and  individuals  that  has  evolved  as  a 
proactive  response  agency  to  address  critical  questions  of  protecting  Bangalore’s  environment 
amidst  the  pressing  demands for  quick-fix  solutions  to  develop its  infrastructure.  As  a  part  of 
Hasiru Usiru, we submit to you our deepest concerns over the ongoing privatisation of lakes in 
Bengalure by the Lake Development Authority (LDA). 

Over the past few years, LDA has handed over four prime water bodies - Agara Lake, Hebbal Lake, 
Vengaiahana Kere and Nagawara Lakes – on 15 year leases (that are renewable) to various builders 
and hoteliers, ostensibly for maintenance and protection of these water bodies. Interestingly, these 
very water bodies were fully restored and rehabilitated at enormous public expenditure and grants 
from  the  Indo-Norwegian  Environment  Programme  and  the  National  Lake  Conservation 
Programme.  As a result, these waterbodies were vibrant public spaces enjoyed by thousands of 
local residents and visitors.  Importantly, these waterbodies were also excellent sites supporting tens 
of species of highly threatened migratory and local water birds.

LDA is now vigorously pursuing its programme of such privatisation that will extend to other lakes 
in Karnataka.  Clearly this will be a dangerous trend that will put out of reach the very commons 
that are critical spaces that must remain accessible to all publics.  In addition, such actions will 
directly affected the livelihoods of hundreds of fishing familie who will be directly threatened by 
displacement.

As a matter of fact, in the four lakes that have already been privatised, dredging has destroyed the 
very structure of these waterbodies, besides rendering them as sterile ecosystems.  In addition, the 
consumerist tourism infrastructure that has been developed has reduced these excellent bird habitats 
to  a state  where no bird dare settle in.  Perturbed by the disastrous impact such activities have 
already had on wildlife, the Karnataka State Forest Department initiated action per the Wildlife 
Protection  Act  against  one  developer,  M/s  East  India  Hotels  (Oberois)  for  destroying  nesting 
grounds of  birds  in  Hebbal  tank.  But  for  reasons  best  known to  them, this  case  has  not  been 



pursued.

Sir, if this trend continues, the time when our lakes will be locked out for the general public and 
protected for posterity, will be not be too far away.  It  is critical that you take the initiative of 
abandoning this disastrous scheme of privatising our lakes – our common properties – and ensure 
that this obligatory function of the State is not outsourced to private profit making builders and 
hoteliers to advance their commercial interests.

We hope that you will take this step with due dispatch keeping in view the wider public interest, and 
the interest of future generations for who we are merely custodians of lakes for today.

Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Yours truly,


