PRESS RELEASE

HASIRE USIRU

Concerned people unite against tree felling

More than 70 healthy trees illegally felled by BMP

In the past few weeks, Bangalore has been witness to a unique form of self destruction. The Bangalore Mahanagara Palike (BMP) has unilaterally and illegally decided to fell over 700 healthy trees for road widening. So far, the BMP has already chopped over 70 healthy trees including mango trees, rain trees, gulmohar, tabebubiaa, cassia and tamarind that are of high timber value.This indiscriminate chopping has been reported from Vijaynagar, M.G. Road, Residency Road, Vani Vilas Road, Bull Temple Road, Raj Mahal Vilas Road, Race Course Road.

BMP has issued this order in response to the request by the traffic Police to ease the congestion and allow free flow of traffic. Any treesermission for tree felling has not been taken from the relevant authority i.e. the Tree Officer constituted under the Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act. The BMP has contested the very authority of the Tree Officer and taken the illegal position that it has powers under certain provisions of the Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act to fell trees as per its will. As per the provisions of the Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act the BMP can only prune trees and remove dangerous trees. 
The sheer frustration with the functioning of the authorities who are meant to protect this very important part of Bangalore´s living heritage has resulted in the coming together of students, NGOs, concerned individuals, etc., who have decided to take suitable action to prevent this irresponsible destruction. We make the following demands:
1. Immediate halt to any felling of trees

2. Constitution of a committee of concerned citizens and the concerned government officials in the decision making process for any further tree felling

3. Public participation in the proceedings of the Task Force which is looking into issues of traffic management, road widening etc.
4. Compensatory tree planting of five year old saplings for all the trees which have been felled so far.

