HASIRE USIRU
Concerned people unite against tree felling

19th April, 2005
Bangalore
To,
The Commissioner
Bangalore Mahanagara Palike
Bangalore.

Sub: Immediate Halt to Felling of Trees

Sir,
As the numerous protests, tree squatting by concerned people including students, all over the city have suggested the BMP has to immediately halt its action of felling healthy trees in Vijaynagar, M.G. Road, Residency Road, Vani Vilas Road, Bull Temple Road, Raj Mahal Vilas Road, Race Course Road, and other areas.
The felling of these trees are illegal in every sense of the word for it violates the Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act. From the permission that you sought from the Tree Officer in the past, it is evident that you recognise its sole authority to sanction any felling of trees anywhere in Karnataka. Yet, in an inexplicable turnaround you have decided that the Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act provides you with the necessary powers to fell trees without requiring any permission from the Tree Officer. We must tell you, as you already are aware, that this is illegal. According to Section 323 of the Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act, you only have powers to fell trees that are ¨... likely to fall and thereby endanger any person or structure...¨ Yet you have gone ahead and sanctioned the felling of more than 700 healthy trees. 
It also seems that you are relying on an interpretation of Clause 20 in Section 58 of the Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act for felling of these trees. You must know that this interpretation does not stand the test of law for the simple reason that the Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act has explicitly given these powers to the Tree Officer. You have obviously illegally and inexplicably usurped the powers that have been vested in another authority. Your act goes against the spirit and the objective of the Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act, 1976 which provides for preservation of trees in the state. The Act was specifically enacted to prevent indiscriminate felling of trees in the rural and urban areas of the state of Karnataka which is witnessing urbanisation, industrialisation and increasing population. The Act’s objective is to provide for the preservation of trees in the state by regulating the felling of trees. Moreover even Clause 18 in Section 58 of the Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act, makes it obligatory on your part for ¨... planting and maintenance of trees on road sides...¨. Somehow this seems to have missed your eye.
The reasons, according to you, for the felling of trees is widening of roads. In a city like Bangalore where private vehicles are added to the streets by the hundreds on a daily basis it is a matter of very short time that even this space ¨freed¨ by the felling of trees is filled up. What is required at this juncture is not short term solutions like widening of roads by chopping (illegally at that) healthy trees but a comprehensive traffic management plan. We know that a Task Force has been constituted for this purpose under the Chairmanship of Mr. Brahm Dutt, Home and Transport Secretary. It would be more sensible for such a programme to be prepared before any tree felling is further taken up, it at all. Moreover, it would be imperative that people´s participation is encouraged even in the processes of the Task Force to prevent any such actions in the future. 
In conclusion, we must say that the tree felling acts are callous and in utter disregard for both the future of the city as well as the needs of its inhabitants has resulted in a wave of anger among the concerned citizenry who have spontaneously and uniquely protested by climbing trees and not allowing the felling to continue. Right from passers-by to school children to residents and office workers there has been a strong response which has been reported widely by the media. 
Yet your response to this has been an adamant commitment to further felling of trees. As a group of students, NGOs, concerned individuals, etc., we find this unacceptable. 
We have come today to raise these issues with you. Our demands are simple:
	Immediate halt to any felling of trees
	Constitution of a committee of concerned citizens and the concerned government officials in the decision making process for any further tree felling
	Public participation in t.he proceedings of the Task Force which is looking into issues of traffic management, road widening etc. 
	Compensatory tree planting of five year old saplings for all the trees which have been felled so far. 

Regards,

Concerned citizens of Bangalore,
Environment Support Group,
Alternative Law Forum,
Greenpeace. 

Contact information:
Environment Support Group,
S-3, Rajashree Apartments, 18/57, 1st Main Road, 
S. R. K. Gardens, Jayanagar, Bannerghatta Road, 
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Web  : http://www.esgindia.org

