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18 August 2008
Shri. A. N. Yellappa Reddy, IFS (Retd.)

Chairman

Karnataka High Court Empowered Committee on Bangalore Roads

Per interim direction of Hon’ble High in WP No. 7107/2008

9 C, 5th Block, MCHS, HSR Layout 
6th Sector, Bangalore- 560034
Dear Shri. Yellappa Reddy,

In view of the Interim Order of the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka in the PIL -WP No. 7107/2008, constituting the ‘Empowered Committee’ to review the road widening programmes of the Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara Palike, the undersigned petitioners have made the following submissions to the said Committee:

1. Interim Appplication 1: Re: Making of interim arrangement with respect to felling of trees and road widening pursuant to the order of the Hon'ble High Court of Karnataka in WP No. 7107/2008 filed on 23 July 2008

2. Interim Application 2: Re: Initiation of appropriate action against the officials of the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike and the officials of the Karnataka State Forest Department for violating the orders of the Hon'ble High Court of Karnataka in WP No. 7107/2008 filed on 23 July 2008

3. Letter dated 23 July 2008 requesting that Petitioners be allowed to observe the proceeding of the Empowered Committee constituted by the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka in WP No. 7107/2008 and also to be provided a copy of the minutes.

4. Interim Application 3: Re: Request opportunity of participation in meeting of the Hon'ble Empowered Committee on par with those already extended to the Respondents, and early disposal of pending applications

In these interim applications the petitioners have raised various concerns, including the widespread felling of trees and other road widening works being undertaken by the Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), which disregards the spirit of the interim order issued by the Hon’ble High Court. 

These submissions in light of the provision in the interim order which states that “The parties are at liberty to request the Committee for an interim arrangement with regard to the widening of the roads and the felling and re-planting of trees in the Urban Area where the widening of Roads work is launched and executed.” However, it is with great disappointment that we state that there has been absolutely no response to our consistent efforts in seeking intervention from the Empowered Committee in this regard. The interim applications have been disregarded and have not been taken up for discussion in the meetings of the Empowered Committee.
Further, the petitioners are being purposefully kept out of the processes of the Committee without paying heed to “The Committee would hear the parties… to determine the issues regarding the widening of roads, the felling of trees and also re-planting in the City as required under Section 8 (5) of the Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act, 1976” r/w “The Committee shall also take into consideration not only the felling of trees and the widening of roads to reach the international airport but also such other incidental and related matters which result in the traffic hazards and also in relation to public/private transport, senior citizens, physically handicapped persons, children, ecology, environment and health.” as mentioned in the interim order. 
We also wish to bring to your attention a similar direction latent in the order of the Hon’ble High Court in WP No 14104/2005, in which the Hon’ble Court was pleased to dispose the petition taking cognisance of a letter by the Chief Secretary of Karnataka that endorsed the prominence of the Karnataka Tree Preservation Act and the assurance of involving the public, especially Hasiru Usiru, in decisions relating to tree felling for road widening. The Hon'ble Court in fact put it beyond any doubt that the submission of the Chief Secretary was binding as it expressed "hope and trust that the authorities concerned will obey and comply with the directions issued in the letter dated 6.6.2005 of the State Government, in its letter and spirit.”
We bring all this to your attention in the sincere hope that you will ensure transparency, public accountability and procedural conformity with a process equivalent to that of an open court as is required per law and norms applicable to quasi-judicial quorum. We request you to kindly take a decision in this regard in the next meeting of the Empowered Committee 
Thank you for your cooperation and support 

	For Petitioner – 1

Bhargavi S. Rao

Trustee

Environment Support Group
	Petitioner – 2

Leo F. Saldanha
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