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20 November 2008

Reg.:  Ongoing Road Widening works of the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike and its conformity with law

Dear Dr. Subramanya,

As you are aware, the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka has held in its decision in WP No. 7107/2008 (PIL filed by Environment Support Group and ors.) that road widening, and related transport infrastructure work must continue only if it is in conformity with law, meeting the public interest purpose, involves the public in decision making and is an exercise that is sustainable.  To ensure this, the Hon’ble Court constituted a Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. Yellappa Reddy, so that the Hon’ble Court’s directions and observations were fully met.
It is a matter of record that we have brought to the attention of the Committee through various interim applications that the ongoing road widening work, and consequent tree felling, is an exercise that does not conform to the provisions of the Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act, Karnataka Tree Preservation Act, Karnataka Municipal Corporation Act, and several related legislations.  We have also highlighted that such projects are not in conformity with the National Urban Transport Policy, several directives and circulars of the Union Ministry of Urban Development and also the National Policy on Street Vendors.

While our applications were pending review and decisions by the Committee, BBMP has been implementing the road widening projects in blatant violation of the law.  Since the Committee did not consider our applications and failed to ensure these projects were in conformity with law, we appealed to the Hon’ble Lok Adalat for appropriate relief.  

As you are aware, the Hon’ble Lok Adalat heard our complaint yesterday and has directed the Committee to hold a Hearing on 24th November 2008, hear our pending interim applications, and take appropriate decisions.
Keeping the above in view, we urge you to accord due respect to the Hon’ble Adalat’s direction and ensure that no project that has been contested in our pending applications is implemented till such time an appropriate decision is taken by the Committee in accordance with the direction of the Hon’ble High Court in WP 7107/2008.

Thank you for your cooperation and support.
Yours,
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Bhargavi S. Rao
Trustee
Environment Support Group
Petitioner -1
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Leo F. Saldanha

Petitioner – 2 


Cc. (UCP): Members of the Committee and Respondents to the PIL in 7107/2008
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20 November 2008

Reg.:  Ongoing tree felling in conjunction with Road Widening and Metro works and its conformity with law

Dear Mr. Suresh,

As you are aware, the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka has held in its decision in WP No. 7107/2008 (PIL filed by Environment Support Group and ors.) that road widening, Metro and related transport infrastructure work must continue only if it is in conformity with law, meeting the public interest purpose, involves the public in decision making and is an exercise that is sustainable.  To ensure this, the Hon’ble Court constituted a Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. Yellappa Reddy, so that the Hon’ble Court’s directions and observations were fully met.

It is a matter of record that we have brought to the attention of the Committee through various interim applications that the ongoing road widening work, Metro works and consequent tree felling, is an exercise that does not conform to the provisions of the Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act, Karnataka Tree Preservation Act, Karnataka Municipal Corporation Act, and several related legislations.  We have also highlighted that such projects are not in conformity with the National Urban Transport Policy, several directives and circulars of the Union Ministry of Urban Development and also the National Policy on Street Vendors.

While our applications were pending review and decisions by the Committee, BBMP has been implementing the road widening projects in blatant violation of the law.  Similarly, tree felling for the Metro project has also been intensified even when its conformity with the Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act was questioned.  Since the Committee did not consider our applications in this regard and failed to ensure these projects were in conformity with law, we appealed to the Hon’ble Lok Adalat for appropriate relief.  

As you are aware, the Hon’ble Lok Adalat heard our complaint yesterday and has directed the Committee to hold a Hearing on 24th November 2008, hear our pending interim applications, and take appropriate decisions.

Keeping the above in view, we urge you to accord due respect to the Hon’ble Adalat’s direction and ensure that no project that has been contested in our pending applications is implemented till such time an appropriate decision is taken by the Committee in accordance with the direction of the Hon’ble High Court in WP 7107/2008.

Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Yours,

	Bhargavi S. Rao
Trustee
Environment Support Group
Petitioner -1
	Leo F. Saldanha

Petitioner – 2 
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