Bird profile of Ramanagaram Hills
The range of Ramanagaram Hills, once referred to as Closepet Granites, are a younger set of coarse-grained potassic granites which form a chain of rounded bosses and domes running north-south, over a distance of 75 Km from south of Magadi till a little north of Kollegal and span over a width of nearly 25 Km from around Ramanagaram to the west of Kanakapura, represent a rock formations of great antiquity. These rocks formed during the Lower Proterozoic era, between 2600-2000 million years of geological history (Kamath 1982). These range of hills, unique to the inland Karnataka, form one of the most picturesque features of the Indian landscape. They excel in grandeur and assume fantastic forms, form a part of the natural heritage of the state. Besides being a home to a large variety of flora and fauna, these hills together with their forest-covered slopes are of great ornithological importance. 

This granite belt that forms a striking feature on the geological map of the state harbour a vast stretch of the Tropical Thorn Scrub and Dry-deciduous forests which support over 150 species of birds belonging to over 40 avian families, including the endemic Yellow-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus xantholaemus and the critically and globally endangered White-backed Vulture Gyps bengalensis and Long-billed Vultures Gyps indicus that are considered unique and have been recorded in these hills. Considering the importance of this unique stretch hills to birds, the Bombay Natural History, Mumbai along with the BirdLife International, Cambridge, UK, have declared the area as an Important Bird Area (Islam and Rahmani, 2004) and earmarked them as one of the priority areas for conservation within the Indian region.

The boulder strewn Ramanagaram hills that are covered with open forest form an important habitat for the Yellow-throated Bulbul, whose very survival is critically tied to the health of the hill habitat. It has been identified that, the destruction of the hill habitat by way of granite mining, denudation of vegetation and human encroachment into their habitat pose serious threats to the very survival of the species in India (BirdLife International 2001; Subramanya et al., 2005). In paving way to the conservation of the species, the Ramanagaram Hills have been identified as an important range hills holding potential habitat for the Yellow-throated Bulbul within South India (Subramanya et al., 2005). 

In saving this unique bulbul, there is an urgent need to conserve the hill range comprising several clusters of hills. Conservation of the hill ranges will facilitate immigration and emigration of individuals and help to conserve the existing genetic variability of the species. It has been strongly suggested that the hill ranges as those at Ramanagaram should be given total protection from all forms of threats and disturbances (Subramanya et al., 2005). 

Besides this, the Ramanagaram hills have been a home to two critically and globally endangered vulture species that have experienced a dramatic decline in their numbers in recent years (BirdLife International 2001). The birds have been seen inhabiting the high rocky cliffs of the Ramanagaram hills and even breeding on the cliff ledges. Disturbance to the habitat of these birds would drive away any last remaining populations of these pecies.

In addition to these, some of other large bird species that are charecteristic to Ramanagaram hills and inhabit the rocky forest habitat include the Black Eagle, Shaheen Falcon, Bonelli’s Eagle and White-eyed Buzzard, to name a few, are quite sensitive to desturbance and destruction of their habitat. The detailed lit of bird species is included in the Appendix.
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Appendix: Birds of Ramanagaram Range Forest

	
	

	Hawks, Eagles, Buzzards, Old World Vultures, 
	Accipitridae

	Kites, Harriers
	

	Oriental Honey-Buzzard
	Pernis ptilorhynchus (Temminck, 1821)

	Black-shouldered Kite
	Elanus caeruleus (Desfontaines, 1789)

	Black Kite
	Milvus migrans (Boddaert, 1783)

	Brahminy Kite
	Haliastur indus (Boddaert, 1783)

	Egyptian Vulture
	Neophron percnopterus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Indian White-backed Vulture
	Gyps bengalensis (Gmelin, 1788)

	Long-billed Vulture
	Gyps indicus (Scopoli, 1786)

	Red-headed Vulture
	Sarcogyps calvus (Scopoli, 1786)

	Short-toed Snake-Eagle
	Circaetus gallicus (Gmelin, 1788)

	Western Marsh-Harrier
	Circus aeruginosus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Eastern Marsh-Harrier
	Circus spilonotus Kaup, 1847

	Hen Harrier
	Circus cyaneus (Linnaeus, 1766)

	Montagu’s Harrier
	Circus pygargus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Shikra
	Accipiter badius (Gmelin, 1788)

	Eurasian Sparrowhawk
	Accipiter nisus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	White-eyed Buzzard
	Butastur teesa (Franklin, 1832)

	Common Buzzard 
	Buteo buteo Linnaeus, 1758

	Black Eagle
	Ictinaetus malayensis (Temminck, 1822)

	Greater Spotted Eagle
	Aquila clanga Pallas, 1811

	Tawny Eagle
	Aquila rapax (Temminck, 1828)

	Bonelli’s Eagle
	Hieraaetus fasciatus (Vieillot, 1822)

	
	

	Falcons
	Falconidae

	Common Kestrel
	Falco tinnunculus Linnaeus, 1758

	Red-headed Falcon
	Falco chicquera Daudin, 1800

	Shaeen Falcon
	Falco peregrinus perigranator, 

	
	

	Egrets and Herons
	Ardeidae

	Indian Pond Heron
	Ardeola grayii

	Cattle Egret
	Bubulcus Ibis

	
	

	Pheasants, Partridges, Quails
	Phasianidae

	Grey Francolin
	Francolinus pondicerianus (Gmelin, 1789)

	Jungle Bush-Quail
	Perdicula asiatica (Latham, 1790)

	Painted Bush-Quail
	Perdicula erythrorhyncha (Sykes, 1832)

	Red Spurfowl
	Galloperdix spadicea (Gmelin, 1789)

	Painted Spurfowl
	Galloperdix lunulata (Valenciennes, 1825)

	Grey Junglefowl
	Gallus sonneratii Temminck, 1813

	Indian Peafowl
	Pavo cristatus Linnaeus, 1758

	
	

	Buttonquails/Bustardquails
	Turnicidae

	Common Buttonquail
	Turnix suscitator (Gmelin, 1789)

	
	

	Plovers, Dotterels, Lapwings
	Charadriidae

	Yellow-wattled Lapwing
	Vanellus malabaricus (Boddaert, 1783)

	Red-wattled Lapwing
	Vanellus indicus (Boddaert, 1783)

	
	

	Sandpipiers
	Scolopacidae

	Green Sandpiper 
	Tringa ochropus Linnaeus, 1758

	Wood Sandpiper
	Tringa glareola Linnaeus, 1758

	Common Sandpiper
	Actitis hypoleucos Linnaeus, 1758

	
	

	Pigeons & Doves
	Columbidae

	Blue Rock Pigeon
	Columba livia Gmelin, 1789

	Little Brown Dove
	Streptopelia senegalensis (Linnaeus, 1766)

	Spotted Dove
	Streptopelia chinensis (Scopoli, 1786)

	Eurasian Collared-Dove
	Streptopelia decaocto (Frivaldszky, 1838)

	
	

	Parakeets & Hanging-Parrots
	Psittacidae

	Rose-ringed Parakeet
	Psittacula krameri (Scopoli, 1769)

	Plum-headed Parakeet
	Psittacula cyanocephala (Linnaeus, 1766)

	
	

	Cuckoos, Malkohas & Coucals
	Cuculidae

	Pied Crested Cuckoo
	Clamator jacobinus (Boddaert, 1783)

	Brainfever Bird
	Hierococcyx varius (Vahl, 1797)

	Drongo Cuckoo
	Surniculus lugubris (Horsfield, 1821)

	Asian Koel
	Eudynamys scolopacea (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Small Green-billed Malkoha
	Phaenicophaeus viridirostris (Jerdon, 1840)

	Sirkeer Malkoha
	Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii (Lesson, 1830)

	Greater Coucal
	Centropus sinensis (Stephens, 1815)

	
	

	Barn Owls
	Tytonidae

	Barn Owl
	Tyto alba (Scopoli, 1769)

	
	

	Owls
	Strigidae

	Collared Scops-Owl
	Otus bakkamoena Pennant, 1769

	Eurasian Eagle-Owl
	Bubo bubo (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Brown Fish-Owl
	Ketupa zeylonensis (Gmelin, 1788)

	Spotted Owlet
	Athene brama (Temminck, 1821)

	
	

	Nightjars
	Caprimulgidae

	Indian Jungle Nightjar
	Caprimulgus indicus Latham, 1790

	European Nightjar
	Caprimulgus europaeus Linnaeus, 1758

	Large-tailed Nightjar
	Caprimulgus macrurus Horsfield, 1821

	Common Indian Nightjar
	Caprimulgus asiaticus Latham, 1790

	Franklin’s Nightjar
	Caprimulgus affinis Horsfield, 1821

	
	

	Swifts
	Apodidae

	Asian Palm-Swift
	Cypsiurus balasiensis (J.E. Gray, 1829)

	Alpine Swift
	Tachymarptis melba (Linnaeus, 1758)

	House Swift
	Apus affinis (J.E. Gray, 1830)

	
	

	Kingfishers
	Alcedinidae

	Small Blue Kingfisher
	Alcedo atthis (Linnaeus, 1758)

	White-breasted Kingfisher
	Halcyon smyrnensis (Linnaeus, 1758)

	
	

	Bee-eaters
	Meropidae

	Small Bee-eater
	Merops orientalis Latham, 1801

	
	

	Rollers
	Coraciidae

	Indian Roller
	Coracias benghalensis (Linnaeus, 1758)

	
	

	Hoopoes
	Upupidae

	Common Hoopoe
	Upupa epops Linnaeus, 1758

	
	

	Hornbills
	Bucerotidae 

	Indian Grey Hornbill
	Ocyceros birostris (Scopoli, 1786)

	
	

	Barbets
	Capitonidae

	White-cheeked Barbet
	Megalaima viridis (Boddaert, 1783)

	Coppersmith Barbet
	Megalaima haemacephala (P.L.S. Müller, 1776)

	
	

	Woodpeckers
	Picidae

	Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker
	Dinopium benghalense (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Black-shouldered Woodpecker
	Chrysocolaptes festivus (Boddaert, 1783)

	
	

	Pittas
	Eurylaimidae

	Indian Pitta
	Pitta brachyura (Linnaeus, 1766)

	
	

	Larks
	Alaudidae

	Singing Bush-Lark
	Mirafra cantillans Blyth, 1845

	
	

	Swallows & Martins
	Hirundinidae

	Dusky Crag-Martin
	Hirundo concolor Sykes, 1833

	Common Swallow 
	Hirundo rustica Linnaeus, 1758

	Red-rumped Swallow 
	Hirundo daurica Linnaeus, 1771

	
	

	Wagtails & Pipits
	Motacillidae

	Large Pied Wagtail
	Motacilla maderaspatensis Gmelin, 1789

	Grey Wagtail
	Motacilla cinerea Tunstall, 1771

	Paddyfield Pipit
	Anthus rufulus Vieillot, 1818

	Brown Rock Pipit
	Anthus similis Jerdon, 1840

	Eurasian Tree Pipit
	Anthus trivialis (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Oriental Tree Pipit
	Anthus hodgsoni Richmond, 1907

	
	

	Cuckoo-Shrikes,  Flycatcher-Shrikes, Trillers, Minivets, Woodshrikes
	Campephagidae

	Large Cuckoo-Shrike
	Coracina macei (Lesson, 1830)

	Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike
	Coracina melanoptera (Rüppell, 1839)

	Small Minivet
	Pericrocotus cinnamomeus (Linnaeus, 1766)

	Common Woodshrike
	Tephrodornis pondicerianus (Gmelin, 1789)

	
	

	Bulbuls & Finchbills
	Pycnonotidae

	Red-whiskered Bulbul
	Pycnonotus jocosus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Red-vented Bulbul
	Pycnonotus cafer (Linnaeus, 1766)

	Yellow-throated Bulbul
	Pycnonotus xantholaemus (Jerdon, 1844)

	White-browed Bulbul
	Pycnonotus luteolus (Lesson, 1841)

	
	

	Ioras, Chloropsis/Leafbird, Fairy-Bluebird
	Irenidae

	Common Iora
	Aegithina tiphia (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Jerdon’s Chloropsis
	Chloropsis cochinchinensis (Gmelin, 1788)

	
	

	Shrikes
	Laniidae

	Brown Shrike
	Lanius cristatus Linnaeus, 1758

	Bay-backed Shrike
	Lanius vittatus Valenciennes, 1826

	Rufous-backed Shrike
	Lanius schach Linnaeus, 1758

	
	

	Thrushes, Robins
	Turdinae

	Blue-headed Rock-Thrush
	Monticola cinclorhynchus (Vigors, 1832)

	Blue Rock-Thrush
	Monticola solitarius (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Eurasian Blackbird
	Turdus merula Linnaeus, 1758

	Oriental Magpie-Robin
	Copsychus saularis (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Common Redstart
	Phoenicurus phoenicurus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Common Stonechat
	Saxicola torquata (Linnaeus, 1766)

	Pied Bushchat
	Saxicola caprata (Linnaeus, 1766)

	
	

	Babblers
	Timaliinae

	Spotted Babbler
	Pellorneum ruficeps Swainson, 1832

	 Indian Scimitar-Babbler
	Pomatorhinus horsfieldii Sykes, 1832

	Yellow-eyed Babbler
	Chrysomma sinense (Gmelin, 1789)

	Common Babbler
	Turdoides caudatus (Dumont, 1823)

	Large Grey Babbler
	Turdoides malcolmi (Sykes, 1832)

	Jungle Babbler
	Turdoides striatus (Dumont, 1823)

	White-headed Babbler
	Turdoides affinis (Jerdon, 1847)

	
	

	Prinias, Warblers
	Sylviinae

	Streaked Fantail-Warbler
	Cisticola juncidis (Rafinesque, 1810)

	Franklin’s Prinia
	Prinia hodgsonii Blyth, 1844

	Jungle Prinia
	Prinia sylvatica Jerdon, 1840

	Ashy Prinia
	Prinia socialis Sykes, 1832

	Plain Prinia
	Prinia inornata Sykes, 1832

	Blyth’s Reed-Warbler
	Acrocephalus dumetorum Blyth, 1849

	Booted Warbler
	Hippolais caligata (Lichtenstein, 1823)

	Common Tailorbird
	Orthotomus sutorius (Pennant, 1769)

	Tickell’s Warbler
	Phylloscopus affinis (Tickell, 1833)

	Greenish Leaf-Warbler
	Phylloscopus trochiloides (Sundevall, 1837)

	
	

	Flycatchers
	Muscicapinae

	Asian Brown Flycatcher
	Muscicapa dauurica Pallas, 1811

	Red-throated Flycatcher
	Ficedula parva (Bechstein, 1792)

	Verditer Flycatcher
	Eumyias thalassina (Swainson, 1838)

	Tickell’s Blue-Flycatcher
	Cyornis tickelliae Blyth, 1843

	
	

	Monarch-Flycatchers & Paradise-Flycatchers
	Monarchinae

	Asian Paradise-Flycatcher
	Terpsiphone paradisi (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Black-naped Monarch-Flycatcher
	Hypothymis azurea (Boddaert, 1783)

	
	

	Fantail-Flycatchers
	Rhipidurinae

	White-throated Fantail-Flycatcher
	Rhipidura albicollis (Vieillot, 1818)

	
	

	Tits
	Paridae

	Great Tit
	Parus major Linnaeus, 1758

	
	

	Flowerpeckers
	Dicaeidae

	Tickell’s Flowerpecker
	Dicaeum erythrorhynchos (Latham, 1790)

	
	

	Sunbirds & Spiderhunters 
	Nectariniidae

	Purple-rumped Sunbird
	Nectarinia zeylonica (Linnaeus, 1766)

	Purple Sunbird
	Nectarinia asiatica (Latham, 1790)

	Loten’s Sunbird 
	Nectarinia lotenia (Linnaeus, 1766)

	
	

	White-eyes
	Zosteropidae

	Oriental White-eye
	Zosterops palpebrosus (Temminck, 1824)

	
	

	Munias (Estrildid Finches)
	Estrildidae

	Red Munia
	Amandava amandava (Linnaeus, 1758)

	White-throated Munia
	Lonchura malabarica (Linnaeus, 1758)

	White-rumped Munia
	Lonchura striata (Linnaeus, 1766)

	Spotted Munia
	Lonchura punctulata (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Black-headed Munia
	Lonchura malacca (Linnaeus, 1766)

	
	

	Sparrows & Snowfinches 
	Passerinae

	House Sparrow 
	Passer domesticus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	
	

	Weavers
	Ploceinae

	Baya Weaver
	Ploceus philippinus (Linnaeus, 1766)

	
	

	Starlings & Mynas
	Sturnidae

	Brahminy Starling
	Sturnus pagodarum (Gmelin, 1789)

	Rosy Starling
	Sturnus roseus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Common Myna
	Acridotheres tristis (Linnaeus, 1766)

	Jungle Myna
	Acridotheres fuscus (Wagler, 1827)

	
	

	Orioles
	Oriolidae

	Eurasian Golden Oriole
	Oriolus oriolus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	Black-headed Oriole
	Oriolus xanthornus (Linnaeus, 1758)

	
	

	Drongos
	Dicruridae

	Black Drongo
	Dicrurus macrocercus Vieillot, 1817

	Ashy Drongo 
	Dicrurus leucophaeus Vieillot, 1817

	White-bellied Drongo
	Dicrurus caerulescens (Linnaeus, 1758)

	
	

	Woodswallows/Swallow-Shrikes
	Artamidae

	Ashy Woodswallow
	Artamus fuscus Vieillot, 1817

	
	

	Crows, Treepies
	Corvidae

	Indian Treepie
	Dendrocitta vagabunda (Latham, 1790)

	House Crow
	Corvus splendens Vieillot, 1817

	Jungle Crow
	Corvus macrorhynchos Wagler, 1827
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