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Locational Analysis of Chamalapura

Prepared by Arpita Joshi, Environment Support Group in September 2007

Introduction:

Situated in  the south of  Karnataka,  Mysore is  one of  the more 
well-known  districts  of  the  state.  Historically  the  city  was  the 
capital of the Wodeyars around the 1300s and even till  date the 
city remains a primary attraction for tourists  due to  its  historic 
value. Currently it is administratively divided into seven taluks of 
Mysore,  Hunsur,  Piriyapatna,  Krishnarajanagara, 
Heggadadevanakote,  Nanjangud and  T  Narsipur with  a  total 
population of  2,641,0271.  Mysore  district  is  770m above the sea 
level with an area of 6,268 sq.kms. 

In early 2007 news of locating a 1000 MW coal fired thermal power 
plant south-west of Mysore city in a village called Chamalapura 
floated  around.  Approximately  keeping  the  little  village  at  the 
epicenter, land acquisition of around 3000 acres was expected (some of which was expected 
to be forest land, with claims varying from 200 to 800 acres ) The area affected would then be 
within the three taluks which border in that region, namely, H.D.Kote and bits of Hunsur and 
Mysore taluks. H.D.Kote is the largest taluk in the district but also has the lowest density of 
population  (152  persons/  sq.km.2).  The  low  population  density  has  been  quoted  by  the 
Government as one of the primary reasons for choosing this site for the power plant.  No 
other rationale has been provided for siting the project thus. 

The project is being operationalised using the public private partnership model. Already a 
notification regarding Expression of Interest (EOI) has been floated in February 2007 and is 
said to  have drawn responses  from thirty companies  including Reliance and Tatas.  More 
recently,  through  a  global  advertisement  tender  released  on  August  8,  the  State  Power 
Procurement Co-ordination Centre(SPPCC) has commenced the process for development of 
thermal  plants  on  behalf  of  the  State  owned  distribution  licensee,  the  Karnataka  Power 
Transmission Corporation Limited (KPTCL).

The region has responded strongly to this method of decision making and several protests 
have been taking place in Mysore and Bangalore. Farmers of Chamalapura have sworn to die 
but not separate from their lands. The apathy of the Government to the plight of its people 
has been disheartening to say the least. No step has been taken to involve those affected in 
the process of planning till date and access to information has been abysmal. Even the Zilla 

1  Census of India 2001, Government of India
2  Area vs Population Map, Mysore District, District Statistical Office, Mysore (Data from 

Census 2001)
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Parishad of the region has passed a unanimous vote against the upcoming TTP  3 and has 
demonstrated solidarity with the struggle. 

On 18th it was also reported that the Ghataprabha TTP plans were dropped instead of which 
two TTPs of 1000 MW capacity each might come up at Chamalapura. (This was denied the 
next day by the Government and the RFQ for the Ghatprabha project has also since been 
released). The report also said that river Kabini has been recognized as the main source of 
water  for  this  TTP and that  “In its  July  18 order,  the  Ministry of  Water  Resources  has  given  
approval in principle for the annual use of 1.56 tmc water for each plant4.” 

It is important to note that Chamalapura is just one of the many large power plants that are 
slated to come up in and around Karnataka. The commitment of the government to supply 
power to all by 2012 has led to a growing trend of pushing large power plant projects within 
the country. The 11th and the 12th plans will be geared towards this purpose. With regards to 
TTPs a Committee to recommend next higher size of coal fired thermal power station was 
setup by the Central Electricity Authority (CEA) in order to decide the next required step to 
meet the power requirements of the country. After a deliberation of two years the Committee 
presented in  its  conclusions  that  “… (t)he  committee  recommends  that  the  next  higher  units  
adopted in the country should be from 800- 1000 MW.” These they elaborated were more efficient 
and environmentally viable. 

While the debate regarding the propagation of coal fired plants which are a major hazard in 
the  face  of  global  climate  change  is  long,  it  is  more  pressing  a  need  to  recognize  that 
Chamalapura would set the precedent to a large extent on how the new mega power plants 
the government is planning to setup across the state will be sited and managed.  

Locating Chamalapura: 

Physical environment and ecology

Known  widely  as  Kanasugarara  Kanive”  (dreamer’s  valley),  Chamalapura  is  snuggled 
between an ecologically rich habitat.  The Malleshwara betta located in the vicinity of the 
village is a favorite spot among naturalists in the region. 

The terrain is fairly undulating and is mainly covered with dense scrub jungles, while dry 
deciduous forests are found in patches. Once understood to cover a majority of this area, it is 
said that  the deciduous forests  thinned out  due to  the advent  of  human population and 

3  “ZP opposes Thermal Plant”- New Indian Express, 20 Aug 2007.
4  “Ghataprabha thermal power plant project dropped”- 18th Aug 2007, Deccan Herald 



cultivation of the lands5. The soil type found in the region is red loam6. The red colour is due 
to various oxides of iron. They are poor in N, P, K and with pH varying 7 to 7.5. These soils 
are light textured with porous structure. Lime is absent with low soluble salts7.

The reason behind the rather verdant richness of the region is the existence of numerous 
water bodies. The survey of India map (1991) shows us that approximately 80 water bodies 
(inter-connected lake systems) lie within a radius of eight kilometers from the village. While 
most of them are non-perennial, they perform the important task of recharging the aquifers in 
the region. There are also some large perennial lakes such as the Vallavina katte, Doddakere 
(large tank approx 3kms across) and Shule kere (abt a km long and narrow) located within 
the region. The area is criss-crossed by the many canals which connect the lakes to each other. 
It is probably due to this riverine system that the underground water table in this region is 
high. Water is available at a depth of 20-30 feet in an open well (which hardly ever go dry) 
and  borewells  with  a  3-5  diameter  driven  to  the  depth  of  approximately  150-300  ft  are 
sufficient to meet the villagers drinking water needs. Villagers have reported that in some 
case water is even available at the mere depth of 5 ft.. 

The  Google  earth  images  show that  the  area 
around Chamalapura is highly cultivated. The 
farmers grow a variety of crops such as paddy, 
sugarcane,  banana, coconut,  ragi,  tobacco and 
some  vegetables.  Bt.  Cotton  has  been 
introduced  around  two  years  back  and  is 
grown along with the indigenous variety. These 
crops  are  supported by  the  rains  and by  the 
ground  water  available  here.  The  district  of 

Mysore was recognized by the Irrigation Commission as an area prone to drought (71.43% of 
its  total  area  being  susceptible)  and  also  as  being  a  ‘low  productivity’ agricultural  area 
because  the  crops  are  mainly  rain-fed  and  dry  land  farming  is  practiced.  It  was  also 
recognized that there was high fluctuation in the productivity due to draughts and deficit 
rainfall.  H.D.Kote taluk was the worst in Mysore district with 12 drought years from the 
period  of  1971-20008 and again  in  the  years  2001-03.  Yet  farmer  testimonials  tell  us  that 
Chamalapura and its surrounding areas survived without serious repercussions due to its 
ground water.  Interestingly the HPC FRRI (High Power Committee for Redressal of Regional 
Imbalances) recommended the watershed approach for the drought regions recognized by it 

5 Wild World Report, WWF 

<http://www.worldwildlife.org/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial/im/im1301_full.html> 
last viewed 18th August 2007
6 K.S. Gajbhiye and C. Mandal, Agro-Ecological Zones, their Soil Resource and Cropping Systems, 
National Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning, Nagpur (site last visited August 2007 : 
http://agricoop.nic.in/Farm%20Mech.%20PDF/05024-01.pdf) 
7  Site last visited August 2007 :  http://www.ikisan.com/links/ap_soils.shtml#Classification%20Of

%20Soils%20In%20India 
8  Government of Karnataka, 2002: Final Report of the High Power Committee for Redressal of 

Regional Imbalances, Pg 64. 
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and the need to improve groundwater recharge in such regions. 

To gain a larger understanding of the profile of the region it is important to note that within 
30 kms radius of the village the following places are found: 

Mysore city (approx. 20 kms. distance by road, 17 kms. as the crow flies9): The second largest 
city in the state of Karnataka and currently rapidly growing due to the advent and interest of 
IT industries. The city as mentioned previously is also extremely relevant historically with 
many significant monuments protected by the Archeological Survey of India found here.  The 
population of the city is around 8 lakhs. 

Krishna Raja Sagara dam (approx. 28 kms distance): Built on the Cauvery river, it is a major 
source of fresh water for the Mandya and Mysore districts. It is one of the large reservoirs of 
Karnataka and the water is crucial for irrigation and supplying drinking water in dry seasons. 
The ornamental Brindavan Gardens, situated right next to the dam is a famous tourist spot.

Other towns:  Three large towns namely,  H.D.Kote (approx.  18 kms),  Hunsur (approx 23 
kms) and Nanjangud (approx. 26 kms) are also found within the radius. With a population of 
almost  50,000  Nanjangud  was  previously  recognized  as  a  temple  town  but  is  now  an 
upcoming industrial hub. Hunsur, also has almost the same population and is the main town 
of the taluk. H.D.Kote is a much smaller town with a smaller population.

Rajiv Gandhi National Park or the Nagarhole National Park (approx.  20 kms distance): 
Located in the border of the Kodagu and Mysore districts is the Nagarhole National Park. 
Renamed as the "Rajiv Gandhi National Park", Nagarhole National Park, 643.30 sq. km, is 
part of the 5500 sq km Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. The park is one of the best habitats known 
for the Asian Elephant. Tigers & leopards roam in this forest. Over 250 species of birds have 
been  identified  in  this  park  which  lies  at  the  foothills  of  the  towering  Western  Ghats 
Mountain Range. 

Bandipur National Park (approx. 30 kms. distance): One of the most well known parks in the 
country, it is one of the last few reserves where a large population of wild tigers roam free. 
The Western Ghats, Nilgiri Sub-Cluster (6,000 km²), including all of Bandipur National Park, 
is under consideration by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee for selection as a World 
Heritage Site. 

9  These approximate distances are measured using Google Earth. 
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